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AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH       

Sixth Sunday of Easter                         May 5, 2024 

WELCOME 

THANK YOU to Candy Parks for leading our music this morning, to Tena 

Versland, Dale & Gloria Guidi for worship team duties, and Cookie Linsted for 

Altar Care. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our 

joy. Amen. 

  

Look, Here is water 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

  

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for 

us. 

  

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the 

deep and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant 

rivers. The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led 

the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert 

pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 

  

Look, Here is water 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

  

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 

Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates 

of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad 

hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of 

living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

  

Look, Here is water 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

  

GATHERING SONG Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! ELW #385 

             

           

KYRIE                                                                                                    ELW p. 184 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                                      ELW p. 187 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. 

Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we 

may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

  

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 

word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that 

the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they 

heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone 

withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit 

just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Then they invited him to stay for several days.  

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM: Psalm 98 
     1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;  

        lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  

 5Sing to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 

 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy  

  before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth. 

 9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.  

  

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 

everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the 

children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of 
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God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not 

burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the 

victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but 

the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 

only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the 

Spirit is the truth.  

The word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 

  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 

The holy gospel according to John, the 15th  chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

Jesus said: 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 

love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 

kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to 

you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 

you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you 

servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; 
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but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 

have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 

appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give 

you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that 

you may love one another.”   

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                          Pastor Melissa Johansen 

  

HYMN OF THE DAY Beautiful Savior                    ELW #838 

  

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS TO THE CONGREGATION 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with 

us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members into the life and 

ministry of this congregation. 

  

APOSTLE’S CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

  

ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS 

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the 

mission of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the 

word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in 

Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 

Siblings in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism 

among 

God’s people in this place? 
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Those being welcomed respond. 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

  

People of God, do you promise to support and pray 

for these new members in their life in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

  

WELCOME 

Let us welcome these siblings in Christ to this community of faith. 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and 

praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 

WELCOME SONG All Are Welcome      ELW #641 

  

BLESSING OF QUILTS, SCHOOL KITS, AND PERSONAL CARE KITS 

A  reading from Acts 2:43-47: 

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by 

the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they 

would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any 

had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke 

bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and 

having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their 

number those who were being saved. 

Let us pray: 

God, our neighbors around the world are in need of hope. Your Spirit is a mighty 

force, your whispers of hope bring light into the world. Open our hearts and hands 

to see your presence in our neighborhoods and across the world. 

God, we give you thanks for the pieces of fabric, thread, sewing machines, and the 

items collected for the kits. May their presence be a sign of hope, may these quilts 

wrap our neighbors in unending love, and may these kits offer dignity and healing. 

God, we give thanks for all the hands that fashioned hope into a quilt, for the hands 

that collected and sorted, for the hands that continually open wider so that no one 

feels left out. 
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God, we ask you to guide the staff and partners at LWR. May their voices and 

hands be a beacon of hope. Keep them safe. Keep them filled with your strength 

and perseverance. 

God, be with our neighbors who will receive these gifts. May they be wrapped in 

love, may they taste your goodness, may they touch signs of your hope. Whether or 

not we know their names or where they live, they are our neighbors, our brothers 

and sisters in Christ. We pray all this in the name of Jesus, the One who is our 

hope. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts 

of your Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our 

commitments with our ecumenical and interreligious partners. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats 

and every kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help 

us to care for all your creatures. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world 

leaders, that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen 

international partnerships and cooperation. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted 

by anxiety, depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in 

our care for one another. We pray especially for Lynnette Evanson, Bea Huber, 

Randy & Linda Holland, Mike & Vicky Ryles, Carol Fagerli, Holly Happe, Carol 

O’Dell, Anita Bueling, and Mollie Waldum. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this 

congregation (ministries may be named), that we may embody your love for the 

world. Inspire those who plan and lead worship, council members, committee 

members, and volunteers. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give you thanks for our new members, Ian, Jenna, Marla & Ruth Flatgard, 

Gary and Annette Hart, and Dorothy Johnson whom you have drawn to yourself 

by the love of Jesus Christ and whom we have welcomed into this household of 

faith. Keep us close together in your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and the 

prayers, and in service to others. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have 

gone before us (especially). At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly 

banquet table. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 

in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

Amen. 

  

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

  

OFFERING PRAYER 

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer 

here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 

  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  

that we should at all times and in all places  

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  

through our Savior Jesus Christ;  

who on this day overcame death and the grave,  

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels,  

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.  

You are most holy,  

and great is the majesty of your glory.  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,  

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish  

but have eternal life.  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world  

to fulfill for us your holy will  

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
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 In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,  

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,  

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,  

and the promise of his coming again,  

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,  

not as we ought but as we are able;  

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving  

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,  

and these your own gifts of bread and wine,  

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ  

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,  

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,  

may be formed to live as your holy people  

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.  

 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.  

Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

          and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
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 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at 

God’s table. 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

  

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

  

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with 

your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and 

share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

BLESSING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia.  

  

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 

hope bless you now and always. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG Jesus Loves Me!                               ELW #595 

  

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

  

POSTLUDE  
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